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Systematic evaluation of methodological quality of guidelines and consensuses in China on low back pain
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ABSTRACT Objective:To systematically evaluate the methodological quality of guidelines and consensuses in China on low back pain.
Methods: The published guidelines and consensuses on low back pain were retrieved from China National Knowledge Infrastructure
( CNKI) , Wanfang Data, VIP ,Medlive ,PubMed , and Embase from January 2016 to October 2021. After literature screening and data extrac-
tion, three investigators independently evaluated the methodological quality of the included guidelines and consensuses by virtue of the Ap-
praisal of Guidelines for Research and Evaluation Il (AGREEII ). The consistency of the scores of the three investigators was examined by
the interclass correlation coefficient( ICC) . Results : Nineteen guidelines and consensus on low back pain were included. The scores for six
domains of AGREE I are listed below—(64. 04 +17.99)% for scope and purpose, (25.73 = 14. 61 )% for stakeholder involvement,
(25.88 £20.55) % for the rigor of development, (49.42 +16.45)% for clarity of presentation, (15.13 +7.76)% for applicability, and
(1.32 +£3.12)% for editorial independence. The overall consistency of the three investigators was good (ICC =0. 87,95% CI (0. 76,
0.95) ). Conclusion : The methodological quality of the guidelines and consensus available in China on low back pain is not high. Guide-
lines need to be further improved in methodological quality, particularly in terms of stakeholder involvement,rigor of development, applica-
bility,and editorial independence.
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